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MAKING THE RIGHT 
CHOICE FOR YOU
Making the transition to Senior School is an exciting opportunity for Year 10 students at Kent Street Senior 
High School as they begin to take more active steps in shaping their own future. 

There are many factors to be considered when choosing pathways and courses. Even if you haven’t yet 
decided on a career, it is important to look at several possibilities and ensure that you don’t restrict future 
options. Before choosing a program of study, it is important that you have or are undertaking the following:

Research
Collect relevant information about university, TAFE, training, and career options. Find out about the courses 
and careers that interest you and check whether there are any prerequisites that you need to factor into 
your course selection. 

Seek advice
Talk with the people who know your skills, abilities, and interests, as well as those who have a sense of 
your goals and aspirations. Your teachers, Year Coordinators, Career Practitioner, VET Coordinator, Deputy 
Principals, parents, and family and friends are all useful sounding boards. Take the time you need to talk 
about the decisions you are making.

Make wise choices
Play to your strengths and build on your interests, talents, and skills. Choosing a course because you think 
you need it at the expense of one that you are good at or really enjoy doing, may not pay the dividend you 
hope it will in the long run. 

One of the important considerations in choosing your courses for Year 11 is maximising your chance of 
entry to universities, TAFE/Training providers or employment. It is therefore important for you to carefully 
consider your academic achievements to date and your capacity to undertake the courses chosen. Year 11 
and 12 courses vary considerably in content, skills, and level of difficulty. 

Kent Street Senior High School specifies minimum standards of achievement at Year 10 level for entry into 
Year 11 ATAR Courses. This is because it has been demonstrated that the best indicator of future success in 
a course is past achievement in a related subject. Course prerequisites will be outlined in the handbook, in 
presentations, and in individual course counselling.

On the Subject Selection Online(SSO) platform students will only be able to choose subjects that they have been 
pre-approved for. 

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 2, Week 3 Wed ,May 6 - TISC Parent Evening

Term 2, Weeks 2-3 OLNA testing

Term 2, Week 5 Thurs, 21 May - Year 10 Parent Info evening

Term 2, Week 9 Year 11 2027 Course counselling

Term 2, Week 10 Subject Selection open, 22 June 2026 
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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
(WACE)

What are the WACE requirements?

To achieve a WACE students must:

1. Complete one of three course combination options: 
• at least four Year 12 ATAR courses or
• at least five Year 12 general courses and/or ATAR courses,
• complete a Certificate II or higher VET qualification in combination with ATAR, general or 

foundation courses.

2. Demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standard: 
• students must demonstrate minimum standards of literacy and numeracy by either:
• prequalifying in reading, writing and/or numeracy components of the Year 9 NAPLAN or
• successfully completing the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessments (OLNA)

3. Meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study:
• students must complete a minimum of 20 units in senior schooling, including:
• a minimum of ten Year 12 units, or the equivalent drawn from a limited number of VET 

qualifications and endorsed programs
• four units from an English learning area course, post Year 10, including at least one pair of Year 

12 units from an English learning area course
• one pair of Year 12 units from List A (arts, languages, social sciences) and
• one pair of Year 12 units from List B (mathematics, science, technology).

4. Meet the achievement standard:
• students must achieve 14 C grades or equivalents in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 6 C  

grades or greater or equivalents in Year 12 units.

 

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is a senior certificate recognised nationally in the 
Australian Qualifications Framework. The WACE is awarded to students who have successfully completed 
two years of senior secondary schooling and have achieved the required standard. Achievement of the 
WACE shows that you have successfully met a set of standards for breadth and depth, achievement, and 
literacy and numeracy at senior school level in Western Australia. The WACE is recognised by universities, 
industry, and other training providers such as TAFE.

All students receive a Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA) when they complete 
Year 12. The WASSA formally records a student’s achievement in every course, qualification, and program 
completed in senior secondary schooling.
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PATHWAYS

ATAR

GENERAL
The General Pathway is typically for students aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly 
from school. General courses are not examined externally, although, in Term 2 of Year 12, students will sit 
an Externally Set Task (EST) for each course which is set by SCSA. General Pathway students need to select 
a combination of General courses and have the option of selecting a maximum of 2 Certificate courses 
(delivered onsite). 
General Pathway students at Kent Street SHS are not able to select ATAR courses.

What is ATAR?
• The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) ranges from zero to 99.95 and reports your rank 

position relative to all other students in the state. It considers the number of students who sit the 
WACE examinations and the number of people of Year 12 school leaving age in the total population. 

• This ranking allows WA students applying for university admission interstate to be directly compared 
with results in other Australian states.

• ATAR courses typically have an academic focus and are designed for students seeking entry to 
university. 

This is how ATAR is interpreted 
An ATAR of 70.00, for example, indicates that you have achieved as well as or better than 70% of the Year 
12 school leaver age population in the nation that year.

Year 11 students in the ATAR Pathway at Kent Street SHS are required to study a minimum of five (5) 
ATAR courses. Students may also choose one General course or a Certificate Course (delivered onsite). 
Kent Street SHS specifies minimum standards of achievement at Year 10 level for entry into Year 11 ATAR 
Courses. Course prerequisites will be outlined in the handbook, in parent/guardian presentations, and in 
one-to-one course counselling.

The minimum ATAR for entry into universities in Western Australia are as follows:
 Curtin University   70
 Edith Cowan University  70
 Murdoch University   70
 University of Western Australia 70

On the Subject Selection Online(SSO) platform students will only be able to choose subjects 
that they have been pre-approved for.  
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PATHWAYS

UniReady is a Curtin University program designed to provide opportunities for Non-ATAR secondary 
school students to access high quality learning experiences that provide a pathway to tertiary studies at 
Western Australian universities. The program provides students with the essential skills and knowledge 
required for university-level studies, including academic literacy, numeracy, critical thinking, and discipline 
knowledge concepts and principles.

The course consists of 4 units, and these will be completed over the course of Year 11 and 12. The 
UniReady Program requires a substantial time commitment. Students will have approximately 4 hours of 
classroom time allocated to the program each week and are expected to commit to a similar amount of 
time for homework and preparation. Students will be required to use Curtin University systems and follow 
university policies, including those involving assessment submission.

When students successfully complete UniReady, they will be eligible to apply for undergraduate courses 
with a minimum admission criterion of a 70 ATAR, subject to specific course requirements for that 
university. UniReady units are also endorsed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 
and can contribute towards completion of the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) to a 
maximum equivalence of 4 units.

UniReady is challenging, as should be expected of a university enabling course. Students applying for this 
program must have appropriate literacy skills (Min High C grades for Year 10 English) and a commitment to 
significant study outside of school hours. UniReady students can not select an external training course eg. 
VETDSS TAFE. In addition to Uniready, students in this pathway are required to undertake general or onsite 
certificate courses.  As of 2027 SCSA requirements, all Uniready students must select 1 ATAR 
subject and meet the requirments for that selection.

All UniReady students will be required to have their own device and bring it to school every 
day. Access to Curtin University’s online portal is essential, both at school and for homework/study.
Students also need conduct online research.

UNIREADY

Students entering this pathway are either seeking employment, entry to TAFE or a private Registered 
Training Organisation (RTO), or an Apprenticeship or Traineeship. 

• In this pathway students attend school for 3-4 days per week whilst undertaking offsite training 
with an external provider for 1-2 days per week. 

• VET Pathway students who are undertaking one day of external training in a trade, education or 
health industry may need to undertake a day of workplace learning (ADWPL). 

• The VET Pathway Program is for students who are self-motivated and have the commitment 
to attend off-site training each week, and then catch-up on classes missed at school. External 
training options are:

 ○ Auspiced Certificate Qualifications (onsite delivery)
 ○ VET Delivered to Secondary Students – VETDss (offsite delivery)
 ○ Fee for Service Qualifications
 ○ School-Based Traineeships & Aboriginal School-Based Traineeships
 ○ Endorsed Programs and Authority Developed Workplace Learning (ADWPL)

VET
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WHERE YOU CAN GET 
MORE HELP

Armanda Di Toro
Senior School 

Manager

Tim Dowd
VET Coordinator

Craig Lynch
Deputy Principal 

11/ 12

Luke Watson
Career 

Practitioner

Jodie Hawes 
Arts & Languages 

HOLA

Crystal Blaze
English HOLA

Cory Hugo
HPE HOLA

Rebecca Celenza
HaSS HOLA

Roneil Billimoria
Maths HOLA

Frank Cardenia
Science HOLA

Ben Thurston
Technologies 

HOLA
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CAREER & EDUCATIONAL
WEBSITES
Career Research

Department of Education https://www.education.wa.edu.au/career-development

Jobs and Skills Centre www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au

Career research www.careersonline.com.au

My Future www.myfuture.edu.au

Multicultural Service Centre https://www.mscwa.com.au/our-programs/job-skills-centre-
jsc/

SCSA https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources/ 
year-10-information

Jobs profiles https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/

Skills Road https://skillsroad.com.au/

Centrelink www.humanservices.gov.au

TAFE

South Metro TAFE https://www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/

North Metro TAFE https://www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/

TAFE Information https://www.tafecourses.com.au/resources/what-is-tafe/

Universities

University of Western Australia https://www.uwa.edu.au/

Murdoch University https://www.murdoch.edu.au/

Edith Cowen University https://www.ecu.edu.au/

Curtin University https://www.curtin.edu.au/

Notre Dame University https://www.notredame.edu.au/

Tertiary Institutions Services 
Centre

www.tisc.edu.au
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CAREER & EDUCATIONAL
WEBSITES
Apprenticeships & Traineeships

Apprenticeships office https://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/apprenticeship-office

Apprenticeships careers https://www.apprenticeshipcareers.com.au/

Australian Apprenticeship 
support

https://www.apprenticeshipsupport.com.au/states/ Western-
Australia

Apprenticeship Central https://apprenticeshipcentral.com.au/

Apprentice Employment 
Network

https://aenwa.com.au/

Apprenticeship Community https://www.apprenticeshipcommunity.com.au/

Australian Apprenticeships www.apprenticeships.gov.au

Specific Industries

Australian Defence Force 
Academy

www.defencejobs.gov.au

College of Electrical Training https://www.cet.asn.au/About-CET

Plumbing and Painting https://www.mpaskills.com.au/

Job Searches

Australia wide job search www.jobsearch.gov.au

Vacancies Australia wide www.seek.com.au
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COURSES OFFERED

LIST A

SUBJECT

English

Health Studies

Business Management and Enterprise

Economics

Geography

Modern History

Japanese Second Language

LIST B

SUBJECT

Mathematics Applications 

Mathematics Methods

Mathematics Specialist

Chemistry

Physical Education Studies

Biology

Human Biology

Physics

Computer Science

Aviation

ATAR

LIST A

SUBJECT

Drama

Media Production and Analysis

Visual Arts

English

Health Studies

Business Management and Enterprise

Career and Employability

Japanese Second Language

LIST B

SUBJECT

Design - Photography
Physical Education Studies

Outdoor Education

Psychology

Mathematics Essentials

Human Biology

Integrated Science

Computer Science

Aviation

Building and Construction

Food Science & Technology

Materials Design and Technology- Metal
Materials Design and Technology- Wood

GENERAL
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CERTIFICATE QUALIFICATIONS 
OFFERED

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Certificate lll Business This certificate is a combination of online and classroom 
delivery. Students yet to achieve a pass in ONLA writing and 
reading may find the written component of this certificate 
challenging.

Certificate ll Engineering 
Pathways 

Students may be required to attend outside normal school 
hours – typically 1 hour per week before or after normal 
school hours

Certificate ll Hospitality Students may be required to attend outside normal school 
hours – typically 1 hour per week before or after normal 
school hours

Certificate ll Sport and 
Recreation (Cricket Specialist)

Students need to have been in the lower school Approved 
Specialist Program - Cricket or by application.

Certificate II Music Preference given to students with musical experience 
(instrumental or vocal)

Certificate II Sport Coaching None.



ARTS

In the Design General course students develop skills and processes for current and future industry 
and employment markets. Students are equipped with the knowledge and skills to understand design 
principles and processes, analyse problems and devise innovative strategies through projects. Students 
work in a Photography context.

Year 11
Unit 1 – Design Fundamentals
The focus of this unit is to introduce design process and practice. Students learn that design can be used 
to provide solutions to design problems and communication needs. They are introduced to basic design 
skills and a range of techniques within a defined context to demonstrate control over the elements and 
principles of design. 

Projects could include: calendar design (the seasons), photography magazine design, poster design, tourism 
brochure, book cover, album cover.

Unit 2 – Personal Design
Students learn that they visually communicate aspects of their personality, values and beliefs through their 
affiliations and their manipulation of personal surroundings and environments. Students explore design 
elements and principles and the design process in a project communicating something of themselves. 
Students increase familiarity with basic production skills and processes, materials and technologies.
Projects could include: scrapbook design, exhibition invitation or poster, portfolio website, book cover, 
advertising photography, fashion model z card, alternative printing techniques, book/magazine cover, 
polaroid collage.

Year 12
Unit 3 – Product design  
Students learn that the commercial world is comprised of companies, requiring consumer products, 
services and brands for a particular audience. They are introduced to the concept of intellectual property. 
Using the design process, they create products/services, visuals and/or layouts with an awareness of 
codes and conventions. They use relevant and appropriate production skills and processes, materials and 
technologies relevant to the design.  

Possible projects include: magazine design, fashion label design, fashion photography, design of a billboard, 
product advert, still life photography, advertising photography, product advertisements, product catalogue, 
landscape photography, food photography/styling. 

Unit 4 – Cultural design  
Students learn that society is made up of different groups of people who share diverse values, attitudes, 
beliefs, behaviours and needs, and that different forms of visual communication transmit these values and 
beliefs. Students are encouraged to create designs that link to a culture or sub-culture and are introduced 
to ethical issues concerning representation. Students develop a design process with an understanding of 
codes and conventions. They consider communication strategies and audience.  

Possible projects include: festival posters, band promotions, harmony day, portrait, formal portrait 
photography, social/cultural documentary, community/social photographic studies, Fashion campaign 
poster, self-image, family portrait album, band poster design, stereotype, montage photography, portrait 
photography, documentary photography.  

General – Design (Photography)

Course Cost:  Approx. $90   

Prerequisites: Lower School Photography experience preferred

A
R

T
S
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ARTS

“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art forms, the most immediate way in which a human being can share 
with another the sense of what it is to be a human being.” – Oscar Wilde 

The course focuses on Drama’s practical acting techniques, creativity, and the exploration of 
character motivations and relationships. Artistic understanding is gained through students enriching 
and experimenting with their dramatic knowledge and skills. They engage in drama processes such as 
improvisation, play building, text interpretation, script writing and theatre history. The students create 
original performances and interpret a range of texts written or devised by others. They either adapt 
original texts or present them in their original form/style. Students present drama to make meaning 
for a range of audiences and adapt their drama to suit different performance settings. The theoretical 
approaches of drama practitioners and production elements are also covered in depth. 

Students work both independently and collaboratively to learn time management skills, show initiative 
and demonstrate leadership and interpersonal skills. The course requires them to develop and practise 
problem-solving skills through creative and analytical thinking processes. They also enrich their capacity 
to respond to, reflect on, and make informed judgements using appropriate terminology and language to 
describe, analyse, interpret, and evaluate drama. 

Drama is more than just a path for aspiring actors; it’s a versatile skill-building tool that benefits all 
students across various aspects of their lives. Through drama, students develop essential skills such as 
communication, confidence, and collaboration, which are invaluable in numerous careers. Additionally, 
they gain technical expertise in areas like lighting and sound design.

The course is split into the following four units: 
Year 11 Course 
Unit 1: Dramatic Storytelling 
This unit engages students with the skills, techniques and conventions of dramatic storytelling. 

Unit 2: Drama Performance Events 
This unit focuses on drama performance events for an audience other than their class members. 

 
Year 12 Course 
Unit 3: Representational, Realist Drama
This unit focuses on representational, realistic drama. Students explore techniques of characterisation 
through different approaches to text interpretation, particularly those based on the work of Stanislavski 
and others. 

Unit 4: Presentational, Non-realist Drama 
This unit focuses on presentational, non-realist drama. Students explore techniques of role and/or 
character through different approaches to text interpretation, particularly those based on the work of 
Brecht and others. 

General – Drama

Course Cost:  Approx. $100   

Prerequisites: Lower School Drama experience preferred

A
R
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ARTS

The Media Production and Analysis General course aims to prepare all students for a future in a digital
and interconnected world by providing the skills, knowledge and understandings to tell their own
stories and interpret the stories of others. Students learn the languages of media communication and
how a story is constructed using representations. Students are encouraged to explore, experiment and
interpret their world, reflecting and analysing contemporary life while understanding that this is done
under social, cultural and institutional constraints. Students as users and creators of media products,
consider the important role of audiences and their context.

Digital technologies have had an impact on and extended, the capacity that the media play in all
Australian lives. Through new technologies, the role of the audience has shifted from a passive
consumer to a more active participant, shaping the media through interaction and more accessible
modes of production and dissemination of media work. Students’ interaction and opportunity to use
technologies enables them to engage with current media and adapt to evolving media platforms.

The production of media work enables students to demonstrate their understanding of the key
concepts of media languages, representation, audience, production, skills and processes as well as
express their creativity and originality. When producing media work, students learn to make decisions
about all aspects of production, including creative choices across pre-production, production and
post-production phases. This provides an opportunity for students to reflect on and discuss their own
creative work, intentions and outcomes. Within this process, skills are developed enabling students to
manipulate technologies which simulate industry experiences.

Media Production and Analysis allows students to work both individually and collaboratively to analyse 
professional media works and apply their understanding to creating their own Media products including 
print and online media, radio broadcast and podcasts, television studio, video editing and on location 
filming. 

The Year 11 course involves music video production ( including a full day and night of filming on 
location) as well as podcasting, and print and online media publicity and promotions.

The Year 12 course involves short film production (including a two-and-a-half-day camp) as well as 
print and online media production such as poster design and print advertising.

Senior School students are also expected to participate as production crew for the School Arts 
Production, and may opt to be involved with the Media Team who work on school based extra-
curricular projects.

General – Media Production and Analysis 

Course Cost:  Approx. $160   

Prerequisites: Lower School Media experience preferred

A
R
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ARTS

The Visual Arts General course encompasses the practice and theory of the broad areas of art, craft and 
design. Students have opportunities to express their imagination and develop personal imagery, skills and 
engage in the making and presentation of artworks. They develop aesthetic understandings and a critical 
awareness that assists them to appreciate, and make, informed evaluations of art.

This course places value on divergence, uniqueness and individuality. It assists students to value and 
develop confidence in their own creative abilities and to develop a greater understanding of their 
environment, community and culture. The Visual Arts General course engages students in a process that 
helps them develop motivation, self-esteem, discipline, collaborative practice and resilience, all of which 
are essential life skills. Enterprise and initiative are recognised and encouraged. 

Within contemporary society, there is increasing demand for visual literacy; the ability to perceive, 
understand, interpret and evaluate visual information. The Visual Arts General course enables students 
to develop their visual literacy and communication skills and become discriminating in their judgements. 
Particular aspects of life are understood and shared through visual symbol systems that are non-verbal 
modes of knowing.

The Visual Arts General course encourages students to develop problem-solving skills together with 
creative and analytical ways of thinking. Innovation is encouraged through a process of inquiry, exploration 
and experimentation. Students transform and shape ideas to develop resolved artworks. They engage 
in art making processes in traditional and new media areas which involve exploring, selecting and 
manipulating materials, techniques, processes, emerging technologies and responses to life. This course 
allows them to engage in traditional, modern and contemporary art forms and conventions, such as 
sculpture, painting, drawing, graphic design, printmaking, collage, ceramics, earth art, video art, installations, 
textiles, performance, photography, montage, multimedia, and time-based works and environments.

Students gain knowledge, understanding and appreciation of art and culture, both in Australian and 
international contexts. They analyse and evaluate their own works and the works of others from a range 
of historical and cultural viewpoints and develop an appreciation of the role of art in the community 
and their daily lives. Through their art experiences, they come to an understanding of broader questions 
about the values and attitudes held by individuals and societies and gain an awareness of the role that art 
plays in reflecting, challenging and shaping societal values. 

The Visual Arts General course aims to enable students to make connections to relevant fields of study 
and to more generally prepare them for creative thinking and problem-solving in future work and life. It 
aims to contribute to a sense of enjoyment, engagement and fulfilment in their everyday lives, as well as 
to promote an appreciation for the environment and ecological sustainability. 

General – Visual Arts

Course Cost:  Approx. $185   

Prerequisites: Lower School Visual Art experience preferred

A
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ENGLISH

Course Content - The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative and 
critical thinking and communication skills in all language modes, encouraging students to critically engage 
with texts from their contemporary world, the past and from Australian and other cultures. Through 
close study and wide reading, viewing and listening, students develop the ability to analyse and evaluate 
the purpose, stylistic qualities and conventions of texts and to enjoy creating imaginative, interpretive, 
persuasive and analytical responses in a range of written, oral, multimodal and digital forms.

Assessment - Students will be assessed throughout the year on a wide range of activities in both written 
and oral formats. There will also be a major examination in each semester of the year.

Progression - It is expected that students beginning the Year 11 ATAR English course will continue 
on to complete the Year 12 ATAR English course. However, this may be dependent on the successful 
completion of the Year 11 course.

ATAR – English

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (plus textbooks) 

Prerequisites:  Year 10 English – Grade B or pre-qualified literacy standard in   
 year 9 NAPLAN for reading and writing

E
N
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Course Content - The General English Course focuses on consolidating and refining the skills and 
knowledge needed by students to become competent, confident and engaged users of English in 
everyday, community, social, further education, training and workplace contexts. The course is designed 
to provide students with the skills to succeed in a wide range of post-secondary pathways by developing 
their language, literacy and literary skills. Students comprehend, analyse, interpret, evaluate and create 
analytical, imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in a range of written, oral, multimodal and digital 
forms.

Assessment - Students will be assessed throughout the year on a wide range of activities in both written 
and oral formats.

Progression - It is expected that students beginning the Year 11 General English course will continue on 
to complete the Year 12 General English course.

General – English

Course Cost: Approx. $60 (plus $15 textbook hire)

Prerequisites:  None



HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

In this ATAR course students explore health as a dynamic quality of life. They examine the impact of 
social, environmental, economic and biomedical determinants on health and their collective contribution 
to health disparities, as well as exploring approaches to address barriers which prevent groups from 
experiencing better health. Students apply inquiry skills to examine and analyse health issues, develop 
arguments and draw evidence-based conclusions. The course also provides students with opportunities 
to develop skills that will enable them to pursue careers in health promotion, research or community 
health care.

ATAR – Health Studies

Course Cost:  Approx. $100 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  B Grade in English, Health & Science PLUS teacher’s 

 recommendation
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In this General course students explore health as a dynamic quality of life. They will consider the way 
in which beliefs and attitudes influence health decisions and learn how to plan and take action that will 
promote their own and the health of others. They examine the impact of social and environmental 
factors on health and use inquiry skills to investigate and respond to relevant issues. The course also 
provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable them to pursue careers in health 
promotion, research or community health care.

General – Health Studies

Course Cost:  Approx. $100 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  C Grade in English and Health Education

Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical, social and emotional 
growth. In the Physical Education Studies ATAR course students learn about physiological, psychological 
and biomechanical principles, and apply these to analyse and improve personal and group performances 
in physical activities. Throughout the course, students learn through integrated written, oral and active 
learning experiences. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will 
enable them to pursue personal interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials, 
administrators and/or volunteers. 

ATAR – Physical Education Studies

Course Cost:  Approx. $100 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  C Grade in English & Physical Education PLUS teacher’s 

 recommendation
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION
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Through interaction with the natural world, Outdoor Education aims to develop an understanding of our 
relationships with the environment, others and ourselves. The Outdoor Education General course focuses 
on outdoor activities in a range of environments, including bushwalking, sailing, kayaking, snorkelling, 
surfing and orienteering. As this is a water-based course swimming competence is a requirement. It 
provides students with an opportunity to develop essential life skills and physical activity skills, and 
an opportunity to develop a comprehensive understanding of the environment and develop a positive 
relationship with nature. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will 
enable them to pursue personal interests and careers in outdoor pursuits, environmental management, 
or eco-tourism.

General – Outdoor Education

Course Cost:  Approx. $250 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  Swimming competence in open water

19

Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical, social and emotional 
growth. The Physical Education Studies General course provides students with opportunities to 
understand and improve performance through the integration of theoretical concepts and practical 
activities. Through engagement as performers, leaders, coaches, analysts and planners of physical activity, 
students may develop skills that can be utilised in leisure, recreation, education, sport development, youth 
work, health and medical fields.

General – Physical Education Studies

Course Cost:  Approx. $100 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  C Grade in English & Physical Education PLUS teacher’s 

 recommendation
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The Business Management and Enterprise  ATAR course focuses on business planning, marketing and 
growth, and opportunities provided for business by technology and the global environment. Students 
examine factors that drive international business developments, the features and traits of successful 
management, and how businesses operate strategically to maximise business performance in a global 
setting. Through the consideration of real businesses and scenarios, students develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills that enable them to apply financial and business literacy, analyse business 
opportunities, evaluate business performance, identify and create opportunities, and make sound, ethical 
business decisions within a business environment. The course equips students to participate proactively 
in the world of business, behave responsibly and demonstrate integrity in business activities.

ATAR – Business Management and Enterprise

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  B grade in HASS

The Business Management and Enterprise General course focuses on establishing and operating a small 
business in Australia and aims to provide students with an understanding of the knowledge and skills of the 
processes and procedures required for generating business ideas and turning them into a viable business 
venture. Factors that impact on business innovation and success, business planning, and legal aspects of 
running a small business are examined. Students engage in the running of a small business, or participate 
in business simulations, to develop practical business skills and to develop financial and business literacy. 
Through the consideration of real businesses and scenarios, students develop knowledge, understanding 
and skills that enable them to analyse business opportunities, develop proposals and make sound, ethical 
business decisions. The course equips students to participate proactively in the world of business, behave 
responsibly and demonstrate integrity in business activities.

General – Business Management and Enterprise

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  None
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Career education involves learning to manage and take responsibility for personal career development. 
This course encourages students to recognise their individual skills and talents to assist in choosing 
career pathways.  Students will develop a range of work and enterprise skills and understand workplace 
laws and protocols.  Topics covered include:  understanding different personality types and their link to 
career choices, researching growth occupations and business opportunities, understanding the need for 
lifelong learning and upskilling to remain employable in a constantly changing workplace, and exploring 
social, cultural and environmental issues that affect workplaces and careers. Students will also complete 
a cover letter, professional quality resume and portfolio suitable for a job application and job interview.

General – Career and Employability

Course Cost: Approx. $90  

Prerequisites:  None
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Economics investigates the choices which all people, groups and societies face as they confront 
the ongoing problem of satisfying their unlimited wants with limited resources. Economics aims to 
understand and analyse the allocation, utilisation and distribution of scarce resources that determine 
our wealth and wellbeing. Economics develops the knowledge, reasoning and interpretation skills that 
form an important component of understanding individual, business and government behaviour at the 
local, national and global levels.

The Economics ATAR course encompasses the key features which characterise an economist’s 
approach to a contemporary economic event or issue: the ability to simplify the essence of a problem; 
to collect economic information and data to assist analysis and reasoning; to think critically about 
the limits of analysis in a social context; and to draw inferences which assist decision-making, the 
development of public policy and improvement in economic wellbeing.

The Economics ATAR course develops reasoning, logical thinking and interpretation skills demanded 
by the world of work, business and government. These skills relate to a variety of qualifications in 
vocational, technical and university education contexts. The learning experiences available through 
studying this course explore the knowledge, values and opinions which surround the complex range of 
economic events and issues facing our community, such as unemployment, income distribution, business 
strategy and international relations.
Economic literacy developed through this course enables students to actively participate in economic 
and financial decision-making which promotes individual and societal wealth and wellbeing.

Structure of the Syllabus:  The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, 
which are typically delivered as a pair.

Unit 1 – Microeconomics - this unit is an introduction to microeconomics and explores the role of the 
market in determining the wellbeing of individuals and society. Students explore the workings of real 
world markets with an emphasis on the Australian economy.

Unit 2 – Macroeconomics - this unit is an introduction to macroeconomics and explores economic 
growth, inflation and unemployment with an emphasis on the Australian economy.  Students learn it is 
important to measure and monitor changes in these macroeconomic indicators as changes in the level 
of economic activity affect the wellbeing of individuals and society.

ATAR – Economics

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  B grade in HASS and OLNA Numeracy achieved
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The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about understanding 
the complexity of our natural world and appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across 
continents. It’s about understanding how to build our cities to face the challenges that a changing planet 
will bring: rising population, food and water shortages and a warming climate. Geography concerns the 
movement of people, the growth of cities and the creative technologies used to live sustainably on a 
dynamic planet. 

This subject would complement any student interested in studying the Earth’s natural processes 
such as climate change, natural disasters and disease epidemics. Students will also study the forces of 
globalisation, the geography of music, cities and sustainable urban design. Additionally, this subject also 
provides students with the opportunity to go on multiple field work excursions and camps throughout 
the year. 

Students who study geography will benefit from developing a skill set that will help contribute towards 
multiple career paths. Geography can be used as a stepping stone towards the following areas; 
commerce, resource industries, transport, tourism, mining and public sectors. Geographers have many 
transferable skills, attracting employment from the business, law and finance sectors. 

ATAR – Geography

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  B grade in HASS

Structure of the Syllabus:  The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration.

Unit 1 – Natural and ecological hazards
In this unit, students explore the management of hazards (natural disasters and diseases) and the risk 
they pose to people and environments. The depth studies chosen for 

Unit 2 – Global networks and interconnections
In this unit, students explore the economic and cultural transformations taking place in the world 
through the lens of globalisation and music.  

Jobs Directly Related to Geography
• Environmental Consultant
• Town Planner 
• Secondary School Teacher
• Surveyor
• Landscape Architect 
• Cartographer
• Park Ranger 
• International aid/development worker 
• Refugee aid

Jobs where Geography is useful: 
• Market researcher
• Nature conservation officer
• Tourism officer
• Sustainability officer
• Logistics and distribution manager
• International aid/development worker
• Zoologist  
• Charity worker
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The Modern History ATAR course enables students to study the forces that have shaped today’s world 
and provides them with a broader and deeper comprehension of the world in which they live. While the 
focus is on the 20th century, the course refers back to formative changes from the late 18th century 
onwards and encourages students to make connections with the changing world of the 21st century.

Modern History enhances students’ curiosity and imagination and their appreciation of larger themes, 
individuals, movements, events and ideas that have shaped the contemporary world. Students pose 
increasingly complex questions about the past and use their historical inquiry skills, analytical skills and 
interpretation of sources to formulate reasoned answers to those questions. The course is very effective 
at developing skills in understanding conflicting perspectives of the past, the complexities associated with 
the changing nature of evidence, and the skills that are required to investigate controversial issues that 
have a powerful contemporary resonance.

Modern History graduates have the skills necessary to work in a variety of fields including government 
policy, heritage, research, business, journalism and education.

Unit 1: Capitalism – the American Experience
This unit provides an introduction to significant developments in the modern period that have defined 
the modern world, and the ideas that underpinned them, such as liberty, equality and fraternity.

Unit 2 – Movements for Change in the 20th Century  
This unit examines Nazism in Germany developed in response to the ideas studied in Unit 1 that 
brought about change in the modern world and that have been subject to political debate. The unit 
focuses on the ways in which individual, groups and institutions challenge authority and transform 
society.

ATAR – Modern History

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  B grade in HASS and OLNA Writing achieved
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The Modern History General course enables students to develop an understanding of the forces that 
have shaped the modern world. Students investigate significant people, events and ideas from the 20th 
century, exploring how societies have changed over time and how the past continues to influence the 
present.

The course is structured around two units: People, place and time and Power and authority. Within 
these units, students study contexts such as World War I, the interwar period, the rise of dictatorships 
(including Nazi Germany), World War II, and the impact of these events on societies and individuals. 
Students examine how power is gained and exercised, and how people and groups respond to change.

Throughout the course, students develop important skills in historical inquiry, including researching, 
analysing and interpreting sources, identifying different perspectives, and constructing evidence-based 
arguments. They learn to question information, evaluate reliability, and communicate their ideas clearly.

This course supports the development of critical thinking, communication and research skills, providing 
a strong foundation for further study, vocational pathways, and careers in areas such as education, law, 
media and public service.

General – Modern History

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  None.
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Psychology is the scientific study of how people think, feel and act. It aims to answer important questions 
such as what factors influence human development. While there are other disciplines that overlap with 
psychology’s main aim to understand humans, psychology is rigorous in its use of scientific method. This 
allows for systematic exploration into the complexities of human behaviour based on evidence gathered 
through planned investigations. 

This course introduces students to a breadth of knowledge focusing on the psychology of self and others. 
Psychological knowledge helps us understand factors relating to individuals, such as: cognition, or the way 
we think; biological bases of behaviour; and personality, the enduring traits that distinguish individuals. 
Psychological knowledge also helps us understand the way that individuals function within groups. This 
consists of knowledge associated with socialisation, moral development, the formation of attitudes and 
also how people relate and communicate. On a larger scale, psychological knowledge can help us to 
understand how individuals function within different contexts and how this is influenced by culture, 
shaping people’s values, attitudes and beliefs. 

Psychology is very useful, both to individuals assisting us to improve ourselves and our relationships, and 
to society as a whole. It can be applied to any context in which humans are involved. Through this course, 
students gain valuable insights and understandings into both themselves and their worlds. Methods of 
communication studied enhance personal communication skills, both within the field of psychology and in 
the context of daily life. Students also develop important research skills as they engage in the exploration 
and evaluation of data to illustrate how empirical procedures are used to examine phenomena such as 
intelligence and personality. 

This course is designed to integrate the understanding of scientific principles, the acquisition of 
psychological knowledge and the application of both in an enjoyable and contemporary way. The study 
of psychology is highly relevant to further studies in the health professions; education, human resources, 
social sciences, sales, media and marketing and management.

General – Psychology

Course Cost:  Approx. $105 (including book hire)

Prerequisites:  C Grade in HASS.
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The Japanese: Second Language ATAR course is designed to further develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the culture and the language of Japanese-speaking communities, providing them with 
opportunities to gain a broader and deeper understanding of Japanese and extend and refine their 
communication skills. The course focuses on the interrelationship of language and culture, and equips 
students with the skills needed to function in an increasingly globalised society, a culturally and linguistically 
diverse local community, and provides them with the foundation for life- long language learning. Relevant 
and engaging tasks, delivered through a range of appropriate contexts and topics, develop literacy in the 
Japanese language as well as extend literacy development in English.   

This course is a direct pathway to Curtin University which gives the students a bonus 10% on their final 
WACE score.

ATAR – Japanese Second Language

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (including book hire)

Prerequisites:  A/B Grade in Japanese

The Japanese: Second Language General Course is designed to enable students to gain knowledge and 
an understanding of the culture and the language of Japanese-speaking communities. The course focuses 
on the interrelationship of language and culture and equips students with the skills needed to function 
in an increasingly globalised society, a culturally and linguistically diverse local community, and provides 
them with the foundation for life-long language learning. Relevant and engaging tasks, delivered through 
a range of appropriate contexts and topics, develop literacy in the Japanese language as well as extend 
literacy development in English.

General – Japanese Second Language

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (including book hire)

Prerequisites:  B Grade in Japanese

Application for Enrolment in a Language Course

All students wishing to study a WACE language course are required to complete an application for 
permission to enrol in a WACE language course in the year prior to first enrolment in the course, to 
ensure that students select the course best suited to their linguistic background and educational needs. 

Information about the process is sent to schools at the end of Term 2. Further guidance and advice 
related to enrolments in a language course can be found on the Authority website at www.scsa.wa.edu.

au   
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This course focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts that involve financial 
modelling, geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis, and growth and decay 
in sequences. It also provides opportunities for students to develop systematic strategies based on the 
statistical investigation process for answering statistical questions that involve analysing univariate and 
bivariate data, including time series data.

The Mathematics Applications ATAR course is designed for students who want to extend their 
mathematical skills beyond Year 10 level, but whose future studies or employment pathways do not 
require knowledge of calculus. The course is designed for students who have a wide range of educational 
and employment aspirations, including continuing their studies at university or TAFE.

ATAR – Mathematics Applications

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (plus textbooks) 

Prerequisites:  A passing grade in Pathway 2; or an A grade in Year10 modified 
   Mathematics program; with special permission from the Head of 

   Mathematics Learning Area in consultation with teachers; or a B 

   in Pathway 2 and a willingness to undertake remedial work.

   Strong category in NAPLAN and OLNA.

The Mathematics Essential General course focuses on using mathematics effectively, efficiently and 
critically to make informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and 
understanding to solve problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning 
and community settings. This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school 
options of employment and further training.

General – Mathematics Essentials

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (including book hire)

Prerequisites:  None.

This course focuses on the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The study of calculus provides a basis 
for understanding rates of change in the physical world, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives 
and integrals, in modelling physical processes. The study of statistics develops students’ ability to describe 
and analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation.

Mathematics Methods provides a foundation for further studies in disciplines in which mathematics and 
statistics have important roles. It is also advantageous for further studies in the health and social sciences. 
In summary, this course is designed for students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and 
statistics and their applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level.

ATAR – Mathematics Methods

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (including book hire)

Prerequisites:  A/B grade in the 10A Pathway, or with permission from the 

   Maths HOLA,  A grade in the  Year 10 General Pathway with a 

   willingness to undertake additional work.  An exceeding (675  

   score or above) in NAPLAN or Category 3 in OLNA
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This course provides opportunities, beyond those presented in the Mathematics Methods ATAR 
course, to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more 
extensively. Mathematics Specialist contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and deepen the 
ideas presented in the Mathematics Methods course, as well as demonstrate their application in many 
areas. The Mathematics Specialist course also extends understanding and knowledge of statistics and 
introduces the topics of vectors, complex numbers and matrices.

Mathematics Specialist is the only ATAR mathematics course that should not be taken as a stand- alone 
course and it is recommended to be studied in conjunction with the Mathematics Methods ATAR course 
as preparation for entry to specialised university courses such as engineering, physical sciences and 
mathematics.

ATAR – Mathematics Specialist

Course Cost:  Approx. $60 (plus textbooks) 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrolment in Mathematics Methods. 

   An A grade in the 10A Pathway; or with permission from

   the Maths HOLA in consultation with teachers; or a B grade in 

   10A Pathway and a willingness to undertake remedial work.

   Exceeding band ( 700 + score or above) in NAPLAN or Category

   3 in OLNA is desirable.

NOTE:
There is a possibility that students choosing this course may study it through the School of 
Distance and Education (SIDE) with teacher support for up to two periods per week. 
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The Chemistry ATAR course equips students with the knowledge, understanding and opportunity to 
investigate properties and reactions of materials. Theories and models are used to explore a wide range 
of chemical systems and structures including fuels, acids, bases and reaction rates. Through investigations 
and laboratory activities students develop appreciation of the need for precision and critical analysis 
whilst recognising hazards and making informed, balanced decisions about chemical use.

Year 11 Chemistry
Unit 1 – Chemical fundamentals: structure, properties and reactions
In this unit, students use models of atomic structure and bonding to explain the macroscopic properties 
of materials. Students develop their understanding of the energy changes associated with chemical 
reactions and the use of chemical equations to calculate the masses of substances involved in chemical 
reactions.

Unit 2 – Molecular interactions and reactions
In this unit, students continue to develop their understanding of bonding models and the relationship 
between structure, properties and reactions, including consideration of the factors that affect the rate of 
chemical reactions. Students investigate the unique properties of water and the properties of acids and 
bases, and use chemical equations to calculate the concentrations and volumes of solutions involved in 
chemical reactions.

Year12 Chemistry
Unit 3 – Equilibrium, acids and bases, and redox reactions
In this unit, students investigate the concept of reversibility of reactions and the dynamic nature of 
equilibrium in chemical systems; contemporary models of acid-base behaviour that explain their 
properties and uses; and the principles of oxidation and reduction reactions, including the generation of 
electricity from electrochemical cells.

Unit 4 – Organic chemistry and chemical synthesis
In this unit, students develop their understanding of the relationship between the structure, properties 
and chemical reactions of different organic functional groups. Students also investigate the process of 
chemical synthesis to form useful substances and products and the need to consider a range of factors 
in the design of these processes.

ATAR – Chemistry

Course Cost: Year 11  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks) 

   Year 12  Approx. $110 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  A/B Grade in Science, especially for the Chemical Science strand
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The Biology ATAR course provides students with a unique appreciation of life and a better understanding 
of the living world. This course encourages students to be analytical, to participate in problem-solving and 
to systematically explore fascinating and intriguing aspects of living systems, from the microscopic level 
through to ecosystems.

Students develop a range of practical skills and techniques through investigations and fieldwork in 
authentic contexts, such as marine reefs, endangered species, urban ecology, or biotechnology. Scientific 
evidence is used to make informed decisions about environmental factors affecting the world today.

Year 11 Biology
Unit 1 – Ecosystems and biodiversity
In this unit, students analyse abiotic and biotic ecosystem components and their interactions, using 
classification systems for data collection, comparison and evaluation.

Unit 2 – From single cells to multicellular organisms
In this unit, students investigate the interdependent components of the cell system and the multiple 
interacting systems in multicellular organisms.

Year 12 Biology
Unit 3 – Continuity of species
In this unit, students investigate mechanisms of heredity and the ways in which inheritance patterns can 
be explained, modelled and predicted; they connect these patterns to population dynamics and apply the 
theory of evolution by natural selection in order to examine changes in populations.

Unit 4 – Surviving in a changing environment
In this unit, students investigate system change and continuity in response to changing external conditions 
and pathogens; they investigate homeostasis and the transmission and impact of infectious disease; and 
they consider the factors that encourage or reduce the spread of infectious disease at the population 
level.

ATAR – Biology

Course Cost: Year 11  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks) 

   Year 12  Approx. $110 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  A/B Grade in Science
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The Human Biology ATAR course gives students a chance to explore what it is to be human—how the 
human body works, the origins of human variation, inheritance in humans, the evolution of the human 
species and population genetics. Through their investigations, students research new discoveries that 
increase our understanding of human dysfunction, treatments, and preventative measures.

Practical tasks are an integral part of this course and develop a range of laboratory skills, for example, 
biotechnology techniques. Students learn to evaluate risks and benefits to make informed decisions 
about lifestyle and health topics, such as diet, alternative medical treatments, use of chemical substances 
and the manipulation of fertility.
Students investigate the body systems through real or virtual dissections and practical examination of 
cells, organs and systems. They research contemporary treatments for dysfunctions of the body systems 

and are encouraged to use ICT to interpret and communicate their findings in a variety of ways.

Year 11 Human Biology
Unit 1 – The functioning human body
In this unit, students analyse how the structure and function of body systems, and the interrelationships 
between systems, support metabolism and body functioning.

Unit 2 – Reproduction and inheritance
In this unit, students study the reproductive systems of males and females, the mechanisms of transmission 
of genetic material from generation to generation, and the effects of the environment on gene expression.

Year 12 Human Biology
Unit 3 – Homeostasis and disease
This unit explores the nervous and endocrine systems and the mechanisms that help maintain the systems 
of the body to function within normal range, and the body’s immune responses to invading pathogens.

Unit 4 – Human variation and evolution
This unit explores the variations in humans, their changing environment and evolutionary trends in 
hominids.

ATAR – Human Biology

Course Cost: Year 11  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks) 

   Year 12  Approx. $110 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:  A/B Grade in Science, especially for the Biological Science strand
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The Human Biology General course gives students a chance to explore how the human body works. 
Students focus on bones, muscles, nerves and hormones, and how they maintain the body to act in a 
coordinated manner. The causes and spread of disease and how humans respond to invading pathogens 
are studied, as well as the role of males and females in the process of reproduction.
Students investigate the body systems through real or virtual dissections and practical examination of 
cells, organs and systems. They research contemporary treatments for dysfunctions of the body systems 
and are encouraged to use ICT to interpret and communicate their findings in a variety of ways. Second-
hand data is used to investigate transmission of diseases from a historical perspective and recent global 
incidences.

General – Human Biology

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks) 

Prerequisites:       C Grade in Science
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In the Physics ATAR course students will learn how energy and energy transformations can shape the 
environment from the small scale, in quantum leaps inside an atom’s electron cloud, through the human 
scale, in vehicles and the human body, to the large scale, in interactions between galaxies.

Students have opportunities to develop their investigative skills and use analytical thinking to explain and 
predict physical phenomena.  Students plan and conduct investigations to answer a range of questions, 
collect and interpret data and observations, and communicate their findings in an appropriate format. 
Problem-solving and using evidence to make and justify conclusions are transferable skills that are 
developed in this course.

Year 11 Physics
Unit 1 – Motion, forces and energy
Students describe, explain and predict linear motion and mechanical and thermal energy.

Unit 2 – Waves, nuclear and electrical physics
Students investigate the application of wave models to sound phenomena, radioactivity and nuclear 
reactions, and investigate energy transfer and transformation in electrical circuits.

Year 12 Physics
Unit 3 – Gravity and relativity
Students investigate models of motion in gravitational, electric and magnetic fields to explain how forces 
act at a distance. They examine the theory of special relativity and the consequences of general relativity.

Unit 4 – Electromagnetism and modern physics
Students use the theory of electromagnetism to explain the production and propagation of electromagnetic 
waves and investigate how shortcomings in existing theories led to the development of the quantum 
theory of light and matter.

ATAR – Physics

Course Cost: Year 11  Approx. $95 (plus textbooks) 

    Year 12  Approx. $120 (plus textbooks)

Prerequisites:        A/B Grade in Science, especially in Physical Science
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The Integrated Science General course is a course grounded in the belief that science is, in essence, 
a practical activity. From this stems the view that conceptual understandings in science derive from a 
need to find solutions to real problems in the first instance. The inquiring scientist may then take these 
understandings and apply them in a new context, often quite removed from their original field. This 
course seeks to reflect this creative element of science as inquiry. It should involve students in research 
that develops a variety of skills, including the use of appropriate technology, an array of diverse methods 
of investigation, and a sense of the practical application of the domain. It emphasises formulating and 
testing hypotheses and the critical importance of evidence in forming conclusions. This course enables 
them to investigate science issues in the context of the world around them, and encourages student 
collaboration and cooperation with community members employed in scientific pursuits. It requires 
them to be creative, intellectually honest, to evaluate arguments with scepticism, and to conduct their 
investigations in ways that are ethical, fair and respectful of others.

The Integrated Science General course is inclusive and aims to be attractive to students with a wide 
variety of backgrounds, interests and career aspirations.

General – Science in Practice

Course Cost:  Approx. $80 (plus textbooks) 

Prerequisites:       C Grade in Science
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The Computer Science General course focuses on the fundamental principles, concepts, and skills within 
the field of computing and provides students with opportunities to develop flexibility and adaptability in 
the roles of developers and users. Students will develop problem-solving and diagnostic abilities, as well 
as technical skills as they study the theoretical and systems principles that underpin data management, 
system and software design, computer language and networking. They will learn how to develop new 
technological solutions to meet the needs of individuals, businesses and communities and explore the 
impact of developments in technology on the personal, social, and professional lives of its users. 

General – Computer Science

Course Cost:  Approx. $130 (plus textbooks if applicable) 

Prerequisites:       None.
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The Aviation General course draws from a range of disciplines to develop in students a broad variety 
of skills, processes and understandings related to aspects of the aviation industry. The Aviation General 
course covers five content areas—aerodynamics, performance and operation, human factors, aviation 
skills, and aviation development. Students investigate the importance of aviation to our society and learn 
skills and knowledge required to make informed decisions on issues relating to aviation. This practical 
Aviation course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options of employment 
and further training.

Students taking the Aviation ATAR course can also elect to undertake flying training with qualified aviation 
staff during a school day. Students incur this expense.

For students interested in becoming an unlicensed aircraft maintenance engineer (AMEs) or a licensed 
aircraft maintenance engineers (LAMEs) it is recommended that students also apply for an offsite VET 
course (Cert II Aeroskills Pre-Apprenticeship) at either South Metropolitan TAFE or Aviation Australia. 
Please see Mr Dowd (VET Coordinator) for more information.

General – Aviation 

Course Cost:  Approx. $200 (plus textbook, essential content work booklet and 

   navigation equipment)

Prerequisites:       C grade or better in Year 10 Aviation or subject to Aviation staff 

   approval

The Aviation ATAR course draws from the disciplines of science, engineering, environmental science, 
mathematics, and information technology to develop a broad variety of skills, processes, understandings 
that promote the safe and effective operations within the aviation industry. The course provides students 
with the opportunity to investigate the importance of aviation to our society, and to learn the skills 
and knowledge required to make informed decisions on issues relating to aviation. Students taking the 
Aviation ATAR course can also elect to undertake flying training with qualified aviation staff during a 
school day.

Students taking the Aviation ATAR course can also elect to undertake flying training with qualified aviation 
staff during a school day. Students incur this expense.

ATAR – Aviation 

Course Cost:  Approx. $200 (plus textbook, essential content work booklet and  

   navigation equipment)

Prerequisites:       A/B Grade in Year 10 Aviation
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The Building and Construction General course encompasses the skills and applications of many of the 
trades and professions in the construction industry.  Students have the opportunity to develop and 
practice skills that contribute to creating a physical environment, while acquiring an understanding of 
the need for sustainability, and an awareness of community and environmental responsibilities. Students 
will learn and practice building processes and technologies, including principles of design, planning and 
management.

General – Building and Construction

Course Cost: Approx. $140   

Prerequisites:       None

Food Science and Technology is a general course to develop practical food related skills with no 
prerequisites. It builds on knowledge and skills taught in years 7-10. Year 11 studies can be continued 
with Year 12 Food Science and Technology. The course enables students to enhance employment, career 
opportunities and further education opportunities in an expanding market – including areas such as 
nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food processing, community services, hospitality 
and retail. Food Science and Technology will complement the Certificate in Hospitality offered as an 
employment pathway.

Food impacts every aspect of daily life and is essential for maintaining overall health and wellbeing. The 
application of science and technology plays an important role in understanding how the properties 
of food are used to meet the needs of consumers and producers – innovations, changing consumer 
demands, ethical influences. Food laws and regulations govern the production, supply and distribution of 
safe foods. Students develop their interests and skills through the design, production and management of 
food-related tasks.

The development of a range of food products will enable students to develop their interests and skills 
through the design, production and management stages. They will investigate new and emerging foods 
then, adapt recipes to meet individual needs and specific dietary requirements. All while demonstrating a 
variety of safe workplace procedures, processing techniques and food handling practices.

General – Food Science and Technology

Course Cost: Approx. $170

Prerequisites:       None.
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The Materials Design and Technology Metal General course is a practical course. Students work with 
metal, with the design and manufacture of products as the major focus. Students have the opportunity 
to develop welding and fabrication skills that contribute to creating a product, while acquiring an 
appreciation of the application of a design process, and an understanding of the need for materials 
sustainability. Students will have the opportunity to work with modern metal fabrication equipment and 
design software in the Kent Street Senior High School Trade Training Centre.

General – Materials Design and Technology (Metals) 

Course Cost: Approx. $150

Prerequisites:       None.

The Materials Design and Technology Wood General course is a practical course. Students work with 
wood, with the design and manufacture of products as the major focus. Students have the opportunity to 
develop and practise skills that contribute to creating a product, while acquiring an appreciation of the 
application of a design process, and an understanding of the need for materials sustainability. Students 
will learn and practise manufacturing processes and technologies, including principles of design, planning 
and management.

General – Materials Design and Technology (Wood) 

Course Cost: Approx. $140   

Prerequisites:       None.
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This qualification equips students with computing, communication and organisational skills that are 
relevant to all workplaces. Students also gain the practical skills and knowledge to provide customer 
service, engage in business practices, undertake computing tasks and provide administrative support for 
businesses.

Units within this certificate are:
• Apply critical thinking skills in a team environment
• Support personal wellbeing in the workplace
• Organise personal work priorities
• Participate in sustainable work practices
• Design and produce business documents
• Design and produce spreadsheets
• Create electronic presentations
• Use inclusive work practices
• Assist with maintaining workplace safety
• Write simple documents
• Engage in workplace communication
• Build simple web pages
• Produce digital images for the web

How will I be assessed? 
Students will complete a variety of assessments including reports, group tasks, portfolios, presentations, 
and case studies. 

Training and Tertiary Career Pathways
• Employment in roles that require technology and business skills.
• Certificate IV in Business/ Business Administration
• Certificate IV in Information Technology
• Diploma of Business 

BSB30120 – Certificate III in Business
Course Cost: Approx.  $110  

Prerequisites:       Students yet to achieve a pass in ONLA writing and reading may

   find the content of this certificate challenging and this may 
   affect results.

Certificate qualifications delivered onsite at Kent Street Senior High School commence in Year 11 and 
take two years to complete. Certificate courses give students the opportunity to develop industry specific 
knowledge and skills that provide pathways to employment through a nationally recognised qualification, 
whilst also achieving points to obtain the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). These 
courses are available as a subject choice for ATAR, General and VET pathway students.
NOTE: Students will be required to pay for the auspicing component of certificate courses if they 
withdraw from the course, as the school must pay the relevant RTO (Registered Training Organisation).

36

IVET INSTITUTE 
RTO ID 40548



CERTIFICATE QUALIFICATIONS
C

E
R

T
IF

IC
A

T
E

 Q
U

A
L

IF
IC

A
T

IO
N

S
 - O

N
 S

IT
E

This qualification is delivered over two years through the Australian Institute of Education and Training 
RTO code: 121314. Students undertaking this course will be enrolled with AIET.

The Curtin Trade Training Centre at Kent Street Senior High School provides trade quality training and 
equipment to allow students to achieve a qualification in metals fabrication over two years. This qualification 
delivers broad-based underpinning skills and knowledge in a range of engineering and manufacturing tasks 
which will enhance the graduates’ entry-level employment prospects for apprenticeships, traineeships or 
general employment in an engineering-related workplace.
Units within this certificate are:
• MEM13015 – Work safely and effectively in manufacturing and engineering
• MEM13015 – Work safely and effectively in manufacturing and engineering
• MEM18001 – Use hand tools
• MEM18002 – Use power tools/handheld operations
• MEM18003 – Use engineering workshop machines
• MEM05012 – Perform routine manual metal arc welding
• MEM05005 – Carry out oxy-fuel gas welding, cutting and heating
• MEM18006 – Perform precision fitting or fabrication operations
• MEM16008 – Interact with computing technology
• MEM16007 – Apply knowledge of materials, processes and quality
• MSMENV272 – Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices

This certificate will require students to attend outside normal school hours.

How will I be assessed? 
There is a strong emphasis on safety and students develop sound workshop practices and skills through 
the theoretical and practical application of a range of foundational skills, using a wide range of workshop 
equipment. 

Training and Career Pathways 
• Certificate III in Engineering - Technical 
• Apprenticeship – eg. Fabrication
• Certificate IV in Engineering 
• Diploma of Engineering – Technical

MEM20422 – Certificate II in Engineering Pathways- 
      Trade Training Centre      

Course Cost: Approx.  $350

Prerequisites:       Minimum B grades in lower school Design and Technology 

   subjects.  Students yet to achieve a pass in ONLA writing and 

   reading may find the written component of this certificate 
   challenging. Good attendance and a commitment to attend 

   training which may fall outside of usual school hours.
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This qualification is delivered over two years through the IVET Institute (IVET) RTO code: 40548. 
Students undertaking this course will be enrolled with AIET.

Whether you want to be a better cook, become a chef, a barista or work in ‘front of house’, SIT20322 
Certificate II in Hospitality will give you the skills to cook up a storm. This two-year certificate develops 
skills and experience in food and beverage preparation and sales. Students will create food and beverages 
to sell to staff and students from a simulated café. Students will learn to market and package products, 
operate a commercial coffee machine and cash register. This certificate articulates to a range of post-
school options including apprenticeships and further studies in hospitality. 

Units within this certificate are:
• Use hygienic practices for food safety
• Work effectively with others
• Prepare and serve espresso coffee
• Provide First Aid
• Source and use information on the hospitality industry
• Participate in safe work practices
• Prepare and present sandwiches
• Serve food and beverage
• Use hospitality skills effectively
• Interact with customers
• Prepare and present simple dishes
• Show social and cultural sensitivity

This certificate may require students to attend outside normal school hours – typically 1 hour per week 
before normal school hours.

How will I be assessed? 
Assessment includes observation, completion of workbooks, questioning, and practical demonstrations. 

Training and Career Pathways 
• Certificate III in Hospitality
• Employment as a Barista or Waitstaff
• Apprenticeship – Chef
• Certificate IV in Hospitality
• Hospitality Management

SIT20322 – Certificate II in Hospitality  
Course Cost: Approx.  $250  

Prerequisites:       Good attendance and a commitment to attend service hours 

which may fall outside of usual school hours.
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This qualification is delivered over two years through IVET Institute Pty Ltd RTO code: 40548
Students undertaking this course will be enrolled with IVET.

SIS20122 Certificate II in Sport and Recreation is for students enrolled in the Specialist Cricket program. 
The two-year qualification is for students intending to develop skills as part of a recreational or career 
pathway in cricket or the sport and fitness or sport and recreation industry. The certificate provides 
four hours of practical and class-based training per week and a comprehensive match and touring cricket 
program.
Kent Street Senior High School has an extensive network of industry partners and contacts including the 
WACA - allowing students access to WACA resources and staff in addition to Kent Street’s own facilities.

Units within this certificate are:
• Provide first aid
• Participate in workplace health and safety
• Assist in conducting recreation sessions
• Participate in conditioning for sport
• Continuously improve officiating skills and knowledge
• Provide quality service
• Respond to emergency situations
• Maintain equipment for activities
• Maintain sport, fitness and recreation industry knowledge
• Provide hire equipment for activities

How will I be assessed? 
Assessment is based on various methods including written reports and practical assessment of sporting 
skills. 

Training and Career Pathways 
• Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
• Certificate III in Fitness
• Certificate IV in Sport and Recreation 
• Certificate IV in Sport Development 
• Employment in a variety of roles including pool lifeguard, swimming instructor; Sports & Recreation 

officer, sports coach; gym assistant.

SIS20122 – Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 
  - Cricket Specialist          

Course Cost: Approx. $560  

Prerequisites:       Approved Specialist Program - Cricket in Lower School
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This qualification is delivered over two years through IVET Institute Pty Ltd RTO code: 40548
Students undertaking this course will be enrolled with IVET.

This qualification provides a pathway to work in entry-level assistant coaching roles, working or volunteering 
at community-based sports clubs and organisations in the Australian sport industry. The course provides 
a defined and fundamental range of elementary coaching skills needed to engage participants in a specific 
sport, under the supervision of a senior coach. This Qualification will empower students to strengthen 
their organisation and time management skills, as well as their ability to adapt and “think on their feet” 
in practical situations.

Units within this certificate are:
• Organise and complete daily work activities
• Provide first aid
• Work safely
• Participate in conditioning for sport
• Conduct sport coaching sessions with foundation level participants
• Work in a community coaching role
• Meet participant coaching needs
• Continuously improve officiating skills and knowledge

How will I be assessed? 
Assessment is based on various methods including written reports and practical assessment of sporting 
skills. 

Training and Career Pathways 
• Certificate III in Sport Coaching
• Certificate III in Fitness
• Certificate IV in Sport Coaching 
• Diploma of Sport and Recreation Management
• Employment or volunteering in coaching roles at based sports clubs and organisations in the Australian 

sport industry.

SIS20321 – Certificate II in Sport Coaching           
Course Cost: Approx.  $350

Prerequisites:       None
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This qualification is delivered over two years through the College of Sound and Music Production 
(COSAMP) RTO code: 41549. Students undertaking this course will be enrolled with COSAMP.

This qualification is for those students who have an interest in music and are keen to develop skills for 
the contemporary music industry. Students will work individually and in groups to develop their technical 
and artistic skills in music using industry standard equipment and software. 

Units within this certificate are: 
• BSBWHS201 – Contribute to health and safety of self and others
• BSBTWK201 – Work effectively with others
• CUAIND211 – Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge
• CUACMP211 – Compose simple songs or musical pieces
• CUASOU202 – Assist with sound recordings
• CUAMLT202 – Develop ensemble skills for playing or singing music
• CUASOU203 – Perform basic sound editing
• CUAMLT203 – Incorporate technology into music making

How will I be assessed? 
Core units of competency in the program include developing and updating industry knowledge participating 
in work, health and safety processes and working effectively with others. The elective units will assist 
students in learning basic music theory and help to develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge. 

Training and Career Pathways 
• Certificate III in Music Industry 
• Certificate IV in Music Industry 
• Diploma in Music Industry 
• Advanced Diploma in Music Industry

CUA20620 – Certificate II in Music
Course Cost: Approx. $150  

Prerequisites:       Students should have a moderate level of music and/or singing 

   ability. 
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A school-based traineeship is a type of VET program that allows high school students to combine school 
studies with on-the-job training in a workplace. During a school-based traineeship, students attend school 
for part of the week and engage in paid employment/training for the remaining days. This allows them to 
gain practical experience in their chosen industry while also completing their WACE.

There are many types of traineeships and available and in the past, Kent Street SHS students have participated 
in SBT’s in hospitality, retail, construction, business, warehousing, the Public Sector (government) and aged/
disability Care. Traineeship have an 18 month duration and are offered in partnership with employers 
who provide training and work experience.

Throughout the traineeship, students work towards achieving a nationally recognized qualification, 
such as a Certificate II or III. This qualification is achieved through a combination of on-the-job training, 
classroom-based learning, and assessment. School-based traineeships can provide students with valuable 
skills and experience that can help them to secure employment after finishing school, and they can also 
lead to further education and training opportunities.

For Aboriginal students undertaking SBTs, additional support services are provided through the Aboriginal 
school-based training program (ASBT).

Sample Registered Training Organisations

School-Based Traineeships

42

College of Electrical Training
Certificate II in Electrotechnology 
(pre-Apprenticeship)

Jandakot Students must have minimum
C Grades with a minimum B grade in 
Maths, and attend a preselection
interview

Aviation Australia
Certificate II in Aero skills (Mechanical 
Pre-Apprenticeship)

Jandakot – 2 days 
per week

Students must have minimum
C Grades and attend a preselection
interview

Skillhire
Cert II Building and Construction

Forrestfield Students must have minimum
C Grades and attend a preselection
interview

Australian Medical Association
Certificate II in Community Health 
and Wellbeing
or
Certificate III in Allied Health 
Assistance

1 year Nedlands AMA uniform will be provided to 
successful candidates. Students are 
required to complete 110 of practical 
workplace experience to support their 
training.
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Certificates are undertaken under an agreement between Kent Street SHS and various registered training 
organisations (RTO). This means:

• Being timetabled into a certificate means the school will enrol the student with the RTO.
• The student will be a student of both Kent Street SHS and the RTO and will therefore need to adhere 

to the policies of both organisations.
• Data will be shared with the RTO – this will include enrolment and result information and student/

parent contact details.
• VETDSS Qualifications are correct as of August 2025 but are subject to change as qualifications are 

reviewed. Students may commence a qualification, but the qualification may change during the course 
of the enrolment to reflect the latest version or changed at the request of our partner RTO.

• Enrolment in a certificate does not guarantee the certificate will be achieved. All units within the 
certificate must be deemed competent by school staff acting on behalf of the RTO. The RTO may 
accept or decline results recommended by the school.

• Certificate II and III qualifications at Kent Street SHS are aligned to the Australian Qualifications 
Framework.

Unique Student Identifier
It is a federal government requirement that all students enrolled in a certificate provide a student number 
called a Unique Student Identifier (USI). The USI allows a student’s record of training to be recorded 
on a national training database and should be kept for future use when enrolling in further training or 
education.
To create a USI please visit:
https://www.usi.gov.au/training-organisations/create-usi-student
USIs should be forwarded to carol.difilippo1@education.wa.edu.au and include the student’s name in 
the subject line.

Certificate Courses and the WACE
Successful completion of a certificate qualification contributes to the Achievement Standard requirement 
as follows:

Certificate Terms and Conditions

Completed Qualification Total 
Equivalents

Number of C grade 
equivalents (Year 11)

Number of C grade 
equivalents (Year 12)

Certificate II 4 2 2

Certificate III or Higher – Full 6 2 4
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VETDSS stands for Vocational Education and Training Delivered to Secondary Students. Both North and 
South Metropolitan TAFEs offer a wide variety of courses (1-2 days per week) to secondary students at 
a number of their campuses. Choosing a VETDSS pathway means that students can make school more 
interesting and relevant whilst kick starting their career with nationally recognised qualifications. VETDSS 
students also graduate with the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) and have the choice 
to continue TAFE studies, commence an apprenticeship or Traineeship, commence employment, or move 
into a higher education course. 

Students wishing to study a VETDSS course must select the General Pathway as part of the Senior School 
course selection and should see Mr Dowd in the VET office to begin their VETDSS application as soon 
as possible. These courses are for students that are self-motivated and have the commitment to attend 
off-site training each week, and then catch-up on classes missed at school during private Study. Students 
will be assisted with their applications but must have a digital copy of their resume, a USI number, and 
proof of citizenship. The deadline for 2027 applications is 28th August 2026.

Please note that entry into all VETDSS courses is competitive, and students achieving 
below C grades in Maths and English are likely to be unsuccessful in their applications.

Vocational Education and Training Delivered to Secondary Students (VETDSS)

SOUTH METROPOLITAN TAFE
https://www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/2025-07/SMT2025-032%202026%20VETDSS%20

bk%20PC%20v8.pdf

NORTH METROPOLITAN TAFE
https://www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/2025-07/VETDSS%20Course%20Guide%20

2026_0.pdf
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Authority Developed Workplace Learning (ADWPL) is available to students undertaking training with an 
external provider such as TAFE or a Private Registered Training Organisation. Students are required to 
complete 220 hours of ADWPL for 4 C grade equivalents.  ADWPL provides an opportunity for students 
to demonstrate, and develop increasing competence in core skills for work, often referred to as generic 
or transferable employability skills. Developing competence in workplace skills assists an individual to 
gain access to further training (eg. Apprenticeships) and employment. 

It is the student’s responsibility to find their own placement but if they are unable to, the school will 
assist. For some students undertaking external VET training, work placement within the industry is a 
mandatory requirement of the qualification. Students must provide evidence of their knowledge and 
understanding of the workplace skills by completing a Workplace Learning Skills Journal after each 55 
hours completed in the workplace. 

Authority Developed Workplace Learning (ADWPL) 

Course Cost: $23  

Prerequisites:       Students must be in the General Pathway (mandatory for   

   students in general pathway)
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Fee for Service Qualifications exist to provide a greater range of options to students with access to higher 
level qualifications than are available through the VETDSS TAFE system. These courses are provided on 
a fee for service basis which means there is a cost involved which must be paid directly to the Training 
Provider. Through taking part in training week, students can access a range of courses and qualifications 
in industries where skill shortages have been identified. Certificate IV and Diploma Qualifications may 
also be used as a means of alternative entry to many universities. 

Examples of Fee for Service training include:

Fremantle Education Centre - Training campus at Fremantle
https://fec.org.au/

• Certificate IV in Education Support (EA) - 1 year
• Certificate IV in Community Services - 1 year
• Certificate IV in Business – 1 Year 

Mount Pleasant College 
https://mpc.wa.edu.au/

• Certificate IV in Game Design and Animation - 1 year
• Certificate IV in Design- 1 year
• Certificate IV in Screen and Media - 1 year

The Heath Science Hub (HSH) – Various Campuses
https://healthsciencehub.com.au
HSH in Health, animal care and sports/fitness pathways. They offer Certificate IV courses to Year 12 
students, requiring them to complete a Certificate III in Year 11 to prove competency and progress to 
the next level of training. The below courses are a sample of what HSH offer:

• Certificate III in Health Assistance – 1 Year 
• Certificate III in Animal Care – 1 Year 
• Certificate III in Laboratory Skills – 1 Year 
• Certificate III in Community Services– 1 Year 
• Certificate IV in Tertiary studies/Preparation for Health and Nursing Studies/Allied Health 

Assistance/Fitness– Year 12 only, must first complete a Cert III qualification in Year 11 

For more information on Fee-for-Service courses and Alternative Entry Pathways to University, please 
contact Mr Dowd (VET Coordinator) – timothy.dowd@education.wau.edu.au

Fee For Service
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UniReady is a Curtin University program designed to provide opportunities for Non-ATAR secondary 
school students to access high quality learning experiences that provide a pathway to tertiary studies 
at Western Australian universities. The program offers a pathway into university by providing students 
with the essential skills and knowledge required for university-level studies, including academic literacy, 
numeracy, critical thinking, and discipline knowledge concepts and principles.

Enabling programs are normally accessed by students after they finish their Year 12 studies. However, 
Kent Street SHS and Curtin University have established a partnership that allows the school to deliver 
the UniReady Program to Senior School students.
Curtin University co-deliver the UniReady program in school and the units completed are endorsed by 
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). As such they contribute towards completion of 
the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) to a maximum equivalence of 4 units.

The course consists of 4 units, all units will be completed over the duration of Senior School in both 
years 11 & 12. To be successful, students will need to maintain excellent attendance and engagement, 
submit all tasks on time and to a satisfactory standard.

The planned units are:
• Fundamentals of Academic Writing
• Foundations of Communication
• Introduction to Commerce
• Introduction to Health Sciences

When students successfully complete the program, they will be eligible to apply for undergraduate 
courses with a minimum admission criterion of a 70 ATAR and English language proficiency. 
Please check with each University to ensure that UniReady meets the entrance requirements for their 
specific courses.

UniReady takes the place of a one curriculum subject or certificate course. Students applying for UniReady 
who are also interested in undertaking an external training (eg. TAFE) should give careful consideration 
to the fact that they’ll be offsite for one day per week and potentially missing UniReady course content. 
Students will not be permitted to choose UniReady and any external course that requires 2 days per-
week of off-site training.

As of 2027 SCSA requirements, all Uniready students must select 1 ATAR subject and 
meet the requirments for that selection.

All UniReady students will be required to have their own device and bring it to school every 
day. Access to Curtin University’s online portal is essential, both at school and for homework/study.
Students also need conduct online research.

Course Cost: Approx.  $280 per year 

Prerequisites:       OLNA Pass, High C grades + in English and Mathematics
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74 Rathay Street, Kensington WA 6151

9262 0500

kentstreet.shs@education.wa.edu.au
www.kentstreetshs.wa.edu.au/


